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1.9 Custom Number Formats 
The Custom number format category within the Format Cells dialog box allows you to 
create and apply your own numeric formats.  A number of formats are already listed.  
Any of these may be changed or new ones created by typing a new format code in the 
Type field. 
The following table indicates the meaning of the common characters used to create 
custom formats... 

Character Meaning 

0 required digit 

# optional digit 

; separates positive zero and negative formats 

[colour] specifies display colour 

dd mm yy  day month year 

h m s hours minutes seconds 

“hello” text strings 

/ - % £ etc. literals (displayed just as they are) 

1.10 Examples of Custom Formats 
The table below shows some custom numeric formats that illustrate a wide range of 
formatting techniques… 

Format Meaning 

£#,#0.00;[Red]£#,#0.00;”-“ A currency format with leading ‘£’ signs 
commas separating the thousands a 
leading zero and two decimal places with 
negative numbers displayed in red and 
zero values shown with a dash. 

“positive”;“negative”;“zero”;”text” A format that indicates if the cell contains 
a positive negative zero or text entry. 

dddd d mmmm yyyy Format the date in the following style… 
Saturday 6 September 2008 

; ; ; Hides the cell entry. 

Custom formatting can be particularly useful if you need a 
specific date format. 
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